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Policy Updates

CONNECT Act Reintroduced - Bipartisan Legislation to
Improve Outcomes for Dual Status Youth

On May 8, 2017, Senators Gary Peters (D-Michigan) and
Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) reintroduced the Childhood
Outcomes Need New Efficient Community Teams (CONNECT)
Act to the United States Senate. This important legislation (S.
1067) will assist states in addressing the unique challenges
of youth who are involved with both the juvenile justice and
child welfare systems, known as dual status youth. The
CONNECT Act will encourage child welfare and juvenile justice
systems to work together to identify dual status youth early,
to jointly assess and serve these children, and to provide the
data necessary to understand what works to improve their
outcomes and future prospects. To learn more about the
#CONNECTACct, please visit our website:
rfknrcjj.org/policy-update-connect-act-reintroduced/

House Passes Bill to Enhance Opportunity for
Vulnerable Youth, Improve Juvenile Justice

On May 23rd, the House of Representatives passed H.R.
1809, the Juvenile Justice Reform Act of 2017 by voice vote.
Introduced by Rep. Jason Lewis (R-Minnesota) and Ranking
Member Bobby Scott (D-Virginia), the bipartisan legislation
reauthorizes and reforms the Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) to help state and local
leaders better serve juvenile offenders and at-risk youth.

To improve education and rehabilitation of at-risk youth and
juvenile offenders, Rep. Lewis and Ranking Member Scott
introduced the Juvenile Justice Reform Act of 2017. The
bipartisan legislation includes reforms to:

e Provide states and local leaders greater flexibility to
deliver services that meet the specific needs of
delinquent youth in their communities.

e Promote opportunities for juvenile offenders to acquire
skills necessary to grow into productive members of
society.

e Help at-risk youth avoid the juvenile justice system by
improving support for prevention services.

e Prioritize evidence-based strategies and long-term
solutions for addressing juvenile delinquency.

e Improve accountability and oversight at all levels of the
juvenile justice system.

To learn more and read the complete press release, please
visit the Committee on Education and the Workforce's
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New Partnership
Focused on Improving
Outcomes for Dual
Status Youth

The Child Welfare League
of America (CWLA) and
Robert F. Kennedy
Children's Action Corps,
through the RFK National
Resource Center, are
pleased to announce the
launch of an exciting
partnership to enhance
each organization's
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website by clicking here. impact in the field of
reform efforts to better

Wl serve dual status youth.

Through the continued
On the Ground development of

innovative strategies and

New Sites Take on Probation System Reform through resources, this

Grants Awarded by the State Justice Institute partnership will provide
The State Justice Institute has awarded grants to Davidson guidance to jurisdictions
County, Tennessee; Fairfax County, Virginia; and, Lancaster working collaboratively to
County, Nebraska to partner with us to conduct Probation improve outcomes for
System Reviews using the seminal framework detailed in the dual status youth,
Probation System Review Guidebook, 2nd Edition. The State ultimately benefiting
Justice Institute has previously supported this important work [EEYIVEFTTatere
in three jurisdictions in the state of Arkansas and recognizes vulnerable youth and
the positive outcomes and system performance impact these families. In partnership,
jurisdictions can have by aligning best practices in their CWLA and the RFK
probation and juvenile justice system through this review National Resource Center
process. The remarkable leadership and dedicated staff in will develop new
each of these three jurisdictions have made these resources and
opportunities possible. The RFK National Resource Center publications, conduct
applauds the State Justice Institute, specifically Jonathan workshops and webinars
Mattiello, Executive Director, and their Board of Directors for on dual status youth
demonstrating such a strong commitment to the improvement ISP N I eVITc [T
of the lives of youth involved in the probation and juvenile opportunities for on-site
justice systems in these states. training and technical
assistance that target the
New PrOjeCt: Probation System Review in Clark challenges associated
County, Nevada with dual status youth
We are excited to announce that with the leadership of the reform from the child
Clark County Department of Juvenile Justice Services and welfare perspective. To
their dedicated staff and affiliated agency personnel, we are learn more, please click

partnering to conduct a comprehensive probation system here to visit our
review designed to produce findings and recommendations Newsroom.
that will enhance policy, practice, service provision and
outcomes for the youth and families involved with Clark
County's Juvenile Probation Department and Juvenile Court. Check Out Our
The project launched earlier this month with two full days of Updated Online
meetings, interviews and dynamic discussions with Clark Resource Library!
County stakeholders.

All of our publications and

Dual Status Youth Training Initiative Concluded in tools are made available
Nine Sites online to support

The inaugural Dual Status Youth Training Initiative recently jurisdictions undertaking
concluded with its final training in Summit County, OH. Over reform, with or without
the past eight months, RFK National Resource Center staff technical assistance. In
have visited nine sites to provide two days of training to local an effort to enhance that
leaders and practitioners to help launch or enhance dual support, we recently
status youth reform in their jurisdictions. We applaud the updated our website to
communities of Augusta County, VA; Hall County, GA; provide a more user
Jefferson County, WI; Palm Beach County, FL; Pennington friendly experience for
County, SD; Polk County, IA; Stearns County, MN; Summit accessing our practical
County, OH and Tulsa County, OK for examining how to and informative

improve outcomes for this important population of youth. For resources, as well as
information about how to bring Dual Status Youth Training to presentations and

your community, please visit our website to Contact Us. materials from our
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To access all of our
Resources, please visit:

The RFK National Resource Center highly recommends the rfknrcjj.org/resources
following resources and op-eds, recently released by our

partners in the field and authored/co-authored by members of
our consulting team and Practice Networks :

From the Field - Recommended Resources

Visit our Newsroom!

Op-Ed: Why Juvenile Justice Reform Needs Child The RFK National

Welfare at the Table Resource Center's
By Melissa Blom Newsroom features
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Released by the Juvenile Justice Information Exchange and news, media, and other

Youth Today (click here to access) announcements from the
field. Be sure to check
Op-Ed: Don't Be Traumatized by Trauma back Often to |ea rn about

By Robert Bermingham ) ) current activities and
Released by the Juvenile Justice Information Exchange and

- resources - such as
Youth Today (click here to access)

Requests for Applications,
Op-Eds and articles
authored by members of
Dual Status Youth and
Probation System Review
Practice Networks, and
new research and tools!

Policy Brief: Assuring the Future of Developmental
Reform in Juvenile Justice

By Thomas Grisso, PhD

Released by Models for Change: Systems Reform in Juvenile
Justice (click here to access)

Developing Service Delivery Systems for Evaluations

of Juveniles' Competence to Stand Trial: A Guide for Click Here to check out
States and Counties the RFK National

By Ivan Kruh, PhD and Thomas Grisso, PhD Resource Center
Released by the National Center for Mental Health and Newsroom!

Juvenile Justice (click here to access)

About Us

Robert F. Kennedy National Resource Center for Juvenile Justice, led by Robert F.
Kennedy Children's Action Corps, uses proven models, frameworks, tools, resources and
the best available research to serve local, state, and national leaders, practitioners and
youth-serving agencies to improve system performance and outcomes for youth
involved with the juvenile justice system. RFK National Resource Center focuses
primarily on youth with prior or current involvement in both the child welfare and
juvenile justice systems (dual status youth), the review and improvement of juvenile
probation systems, and the use of a model framework to address the state and national
laws and policies governing the exchange and sharing of data, information, and records
for youth and families. To learn more about us and how we can serve your jurisdiction,
please visit

Every Child Deserves a Childhood

Robert F. Kennedy Children's Action Corps is a private, non-profit licensed child welfare
agency providing community-based services, education, foster care and adoption,
residential treatment, and juvenile justice programming to individuals and families in
crisis. Our programs are focused on helping children and adolescents deal with past
hurts, develop self-esteem, and have a chance for a brighter future as contributing
members of society. All that we do at RFK Children's Action Corps is based on the belief
that every child deserves the chance to lead a happy, healthy, and productive life. For
more information and to get involved, visit

Models for Change Resource Center Partnership

Robert F. Kennedy National Resource Center for Juvenile Justice is part of the Rasource
Models for Change Resource Center Partnership, established by the MacArthur (Capter
Foundation to advance juvenile justice reform efforts throughout the country. Partnership

To learn more, Visit . ModelsforChange


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x3LNbvIssiirBAEFgBDLOjVaJtGhxEjlKEmV7YXmPQ-v_LTKk1G2GG1vUmDTCmJFiXl4jzMPkNeWd8w9uz4YRqw-N_oCZu8KZ_UJdBSyVEE9fm2Mthbl5u-2Atn3ZbKnfYzKYXoJ13yqtJnTEc8M8QlreM1Jmq6auylxhTi3tN-xJv5Kp8WMVOO9vlTcKPGoQ3zoUutl9fDrmPLTgqlzQBR1zfjxO32G31uefxYZe1TkV7V12dtx27H6v9JNdztSmrYPJRPvVxsRRB5VMcTtYu3scCfxB4oa&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x3LNbvIssiirBAEFgBDLOjVaJtGhxEjlKEmV7YXmPQ-v_LTKk1G2GG1vUmDTCmJFk5heV2ni8oB_ZJ9vatkFLyDPa6gMFDUDgaYiHwTeYDM22Jy3WEL5NYyF_iKvG0w1QRYKPvZ9HJDzTW7sbAj60uHUepCxNI2g_urTsEMHXW6yKlZnpLwdQQ8GtJ9G9ZonjT_Lrz_td0-rGAtww4w4Y0wZstqcAtlJ&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x3LNbvIssiirBAEFgBDLOjVaJtGhxEjlKEmV7YXmPQ-v_LTKk1G2GG1vUmDTCmJFT7yH15dILUq8U1h2g6SMDrAXk91XePvKFReCzBKyeLzmDIpzAfSuUZLtOaogcrP0dO_zWH6Y4CnuSlPUq4GXQ1QvcZcGz-OropLYRSoZpU-av8k4cqpXmemmFT4xeR5S8K7KOg4VZSM=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x3LNbvIssiirBAEFgBDLOjVaJtGhxEjlKEmV7YXmPQ-v_LTKk1G2GG1vUmDTCmJFNMr98H0Mxilnziw-cuCgMLN3aS6LT74nClSbyzw6QK8d1VEkhUJHX6R3dCtxxU7jpbdBDCQil8n0YjXFYvQoHDDSf4PVytP-fPilDH5gmS5c7MGIzchUr1PvEe0VtLl95c6WXpa4oqVd4txK6OWgFWapbMHbGg1-7jWQ1GR3YOZS1nqhDjhhVp9L7OOYJrcyUjPbNmdfHSByWyZwIXE9CbZSD1IboFENaTATSyJIcix1S_Hv8KQDlQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x3LNbvIssiirBAEFgBDLOjVaJtGhxEjlKEmV7YXmPQ-v_LTKk1G2GP9PFiacQzr2xcXj90GUzf4ByVkTAwXGp9cyGDTXpzeL89Yqq5S9PAGqf3t32Jjs9tvBT9od8D7BJx9Eh8ah--78ua1ysJLDRNiUs4BjK2wBN1D3to4C7pE_pQ1dPSnjhJhtkwFhOYj-&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x3LNbvIssiirBAEFgBDLOjVaJtGhxEjlKEmV7YXmPQ-v_LTKk1G2GHTeyHYLeUqgaMsNinZozHCwOnS2nEqH8tK3PJy9MgStsPQJu96Q-s0HvxB4mEWm6_wCwqKIALXQN2X6XFPwKDSpZC2PhO_6orEYWKiqb7Se3i0QKSCijSE=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x3LNbvIssiirBAEFgBDLOjVaJtGhxEjlKEmV7YXmPQ-v_LTKk1G2GBrZfhTOlCM4Pcgr5Ivb1Z51UrFhTd2gM5K0FGMtEUY3BkHXLG5cdX_3o7WJVQmmRXUiXtfp8VAd1MHBwqSPA7CbVpg2APkHry0ycoB65uEs-R-pmDjXsM0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x3LNbvIssiirBAEFgBDLOjVaJtGhxEjlKEmV7YXmPQ-v_LTKk1G2GHTeyHYLeUqgryIvXXuKzqrv5gQYTgC-r3IKllxSpn1Izli9QsJFQS5iB29juI7Jf8FKQPgyjLccgRdJsX-ufoh5Uk83UU0Il5yXTDR0s6AWpBQiUAkhdV4xHgaOyDI6z5Ji71ILmunm2I6f_rp2hAQ=&c=&ch=

