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Problem Statement: Dually involved youth (DIY) come into contact with both the child welfare and 

youth justice systems and too often experience an accelerated and costly (human and fiscal terms) 

trajectory deeper into either or both systems. The research confirms that, in comparison to youth 

without such cross-system involvement, DIY frequently reoffend faster, experience multiple 

placement changes, are diagnosed with behavioral health conditions, and experience educational 

deficiencies which include learning and developmental disabilities. The challenges and costs 

associated with DIY strongly suggest the need to develop and implement innovative multi-system 

policies and practices to improve system responses and performance, and outcomes for these youth 

and their families. 

Goal: The goal of the DIY Initiative is to ensure early and consistent identification of the defined 

target population, maintain effective multi-agency collaboration among leadership and staff, legally 

share relevant and necessary diagnostic information in support of impactful crisis planning and 

connection to effective services and treatment, and collect, manage and report data relating to 

fidelity of practice and achievement of positive DIY youth outcomes. A multi-disciplinary team 

(MDT), as defined in DIY policy and procedure, will function as the central activity to ensure 

achievement of goals and outcomes. The MDT will operate with a commitment to core principles 

that include adolescent brain science, positive youth development, risk-need-responsivity 

assessment methodologies, family engagement, and youth voice in case planning and case 

management. The DIY will actively seek to realize opportunities for diversion from deeper 

trajectories into the dependency and delinquency systems through active partnerships in the Clark 

County community where appropriate. 

Context Assumptions 

Judicial Support 

Engaging high level stakeholder 

 

Assigned DIY Judge 

Consolidated court hearings/docket 

Functional monitoring system and technical support 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


